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Hatchett found a colonel who said it was false and who could
explain how the rumour first arose.
Sunday, September 2oth.
Yachts, dinghies and other small boats were moved inland from
Brightlingsea creek last week, as part of a plan for defending
Brightiingsea and the Colne in case of a German invasion. The
notion seemed to be that the G.'s might use them as pontoons.
I said to old Capt. Brand that it was only done because a number
of people had a desire to do something, and this strange pro-
ceeding could not do any harm. He said the same thought had
occurred to him. We met a lot of these boats in military carts.
Sullivan told me there were about 200 of them.
No news last week.
Constant flow of one or two military officers in and through
this house, on account of Mimi and Miss Hatchett. The latest
move—a night excursion in car to see searchlights playing on
the sea off Frinton.
Tuesday, September 22nd.
News of sinking of Aboukir, Hague and Cressy (12,000 tons each)
by submarine or submarines, startled me in the middle of my
work this afternoon. I thought: Suppose all our fleet sunk in
this way ? But then I thought: We have twice as many
submarines as Germany, and the trick ought to work both ways.
Nothing in the war yet has affected me like this news, of which
no details to hand. Thursday I contemplated an article about
terms of peace to be imposed on Germany.
Monday, September 2&th.
Cook came to see me last Sunday but one. He was happy in
camp at Dovercourt. He said that inoculation was being prac-
tised against enteric, and that it was useless. I contradicted
him firmly, but probably without effect. He said that tattooing
was a better preventive of enteric. He is extensively tattooed.
I think he was tattooed in India. His chief argument in favour
of the excellence of tattooing as a preventive was that' they put
gold in it' where he was tattooed.
I met Dr. H. yesterday morning. He had been having a pow-
wow with an old friend not seen for 20 years, Col. Robertson, in.
command of new battalion at Colchester—a great maker of
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